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Dimension of the problem



World cancer incidence





World cancer incidence: most common tumors



Cancer Incidence in EU



Mortality rate: worldwide & Spain



Covid-19 in Spain

13,4 millions of cases
114.000 deaths



World mortality causes



Spain mortality causes





Searching answers
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• The challenge

• Policy addressing

• Response from the European cancer community
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Wide cancer inequalities across European countries

Cancer survival rate in Western 

Europe is up to 40% higher than in 

Eastern Europe (depending on the 

type of cancer)1

CEE has 32% higher relative 

cancer mortality than Western 

Europe2

In one year, over 55,000 (18%) 

cancer deaths would have been 

avoided in Eastern Europe by 

closing the gap3

40% 32% 18%
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Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan’s focus on inequalities

• ‘Reducing cancer inequalities’ as a standalone chapter and ambition

• Ambitious goals to promote equal access to cancer care:

– Tobacco-Free Generation

– 90% eligible citizens accessing to cancer screening

– 90% eligible patients accessing Comprehensive
Cancer Centres 



Why an EU Cancer Plan?

▪ Cancer is the primary cause of death for Europeans under 65. 

▪ Every year around 2.7 million people living in the EU are diagnosed with cancer. 

▪ The lives lost to cancer in the EU are set to increase by more than 24% by 2035. 

▪ But 40 % of cancers can be prevented. 



Mission letter Stella Kyriakides, 

Commissioner for Health and Food Safety 

• to put forward a 'Europe is Beating Cancer Plan‘

• actions to strengthen our approach at every key stage of the disease:

#EUCancerPlan

EUROPE’S BEATING CANCER PLAN
LET’S STRIVE FOR MORE

Prevention Diagnosis Treatment
Survivorship, 

palliative care



Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan was launched in February 2021 much has already
been done towards preventing cancer, supporting equal access and improving the
lives of all those who touched by this disease.

4 KEY STRANDS:

(1) prevention; (2) early detection; (3) diagnosis and treatment; and (4) quality of
life of cancer patients and survivors.

And

10 FLAGSHIP ACTIONS

What is the EU Cancer Plan?



NEW TECHNOLOGIES, RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 

1. European Commission Knowledge Centre on Cancer 

✓ Launched June 2021 

2. European Cancer Imaging Initiative

✓ Work started on atlas of cancer related images

SAVING LIVES THROUGH SUSTAINABLE CANCER PREVENTION

3. Eliminate cancers caused by Human papillomavirus 

✓ Joint Action on HPV vaccination launched, February 2022

10 FLAGSHIP ACTIONS



IMPROVING EARLY DETECTION OF CANCER

4. EU Cancer Screening Scheme

✓ Proposal to revise the Council Recommendation on Cancer Screening, 

published September 2022

✓ Scientific opinion of the Group of Chief Scientific Advisers and other 

contributions, published March 2022

✓ Call for evidence published, February 2022

10 FLAGSHIP ACTIONS



ENSURING HIGH STANDARDS IN CANCER CARE

5. EU network of National Comprehensive Cancer Centres

✓ Launched December 2021 and grants given to Member States

6. Cancer Diagnostic and Treatment for All 

✓ Call for proposals launched 2022

7. European Initiative to Understand Cancer 

✓ Coordination and Support Action, launched 2022

10 FLAGSHIP ACTIONS







THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR CANCER PATIENTS, SURVIVORS, AND 

CARERS 

8. Better life for cancer patients’ initiative

✓ Report on ‘Access to financial services for persons with a history 

of cancer’, including the right to be forgotten, published May 

2022

✓ Work started on code of conduct

REDUCING CANCER INEQUALITIES ACROSS THE EU 

9. European Cancer Inequalities Registry

✓ First phase launched February 2022

10 FLAGSHIP ACTIONS



PUTTING CHILDHOOD CANCER UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT 

10. Helping Children with Cancer Initiative

✓ EU Network of Youth Cancer Survivors, launched 

February 2022

✓ New section on Pediatric Cancers added to the European 

Cancer Information System

10 FLAGSHIP ACTIONS
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European Cancer Pulse

The European Cancer Pulse will be an innovative and 
interactive data visualisation tool tracking inequalities in 
cancer and their resolution across Europe

Bringing together data intelligence across:
• 34 EU and non-EU European countries
• 120 areas of the cancer pathway and cancer policy
• 20 categories of inequalities in cancer
• All types of available data sources



SELNET
Sarcoma European and Latin American NETwork

Granted by H2020

Courtesy by J. Martín Broto & N. Hindi



Seville 21-22 Feb 2019

C de Mexico 19-21 Sep 2019

Lyon 9-10 Jan 2020

SELNET: A Network of Sarcoma 
Centers in LATAM 

Granted by H2020

Courtesy by J. Martín Broto & N. Hindi



MEMBERS
Institutions: 47 (CDA completed)

H Vall d’Hebrón
H Sant Pau
HU Son Espases
HU Miguel Servet
HU Canarias
H Donostia
H Clínico Madrid

Institute Bargonie
H Gustave Roussy

University of Padua
CRO Aviano

COIR
HEA Ramón Madariaga
HO de Córdoba
H Austral

INCA
HC de Barretos
F de Medicina do ABC
H Amaral Carvalho
H Sírio-Libanês

H S XXI
H 20 Noviembre
H Naval
HU UANL Monterrey

IREN Norte
H Edgardo Rebagliati M.
H de Lambayeque

H S Vicente de Paul
H Calderón Guardia
H S J de Dios
H Mexico
H Max Peralta

Clínica Univ. los Andes
H Clínico Univ. de Chile
Instituto Oncológico FALP

Inst. Oncológico Oriente Boliviano

Fund. H San Vicente de Paul 

Paraguay and Switzerland have joined SELNET! 
Panama and US are ongoing! 

Instituto de Previsión Social de Paraguay
Instituto Nacional del Cancer de 
Paraguay

Miami University/Sylvester Cancer 
Center

Swiss Sarcoma 
Network (KSW)

Courtesy by J. Martín Broto & N. Hindi



WP 6 & 7 The main aim: Observational study

• Tool for check the Quality items in the 

sarcoma management

• Tool for improving over time

• Tool for supporting referral policies

• Tool for Network, Country and 

Institution data analysis

Courtesy by J. Martín Broto & N. Hindi
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WP 6 & 7 The main aim: Observational study

Courtesy by J. Martín Broto & N. Hindi



SELNET Biocollection

➢ BLOCKS SENT

• 1049 Blocks sent for pathological peer 

review and translational projects 

COUNTRY N

Perú 229

Argentina 91

Brasil 191

Costa Rica 22

Paraguay 109

Italia 154

España 85

Bolivia 81

Colombia 13

Chile 6

Francia 68

Courtesy by J. Martín Broto & N. Hindi



CPG during Pandemic

Courtesy by J. Martín Broto & N. Hindi



Moura DS, López López D, di Lernia D, et al. J Med Genet 2024;61:927–934.



Oncology Deparment, Fundacion Jimenez Diaz University Hospital, 

Autonomous University, Madrid (Spain)



Translational Oncology Laboratory



Phase-I Clinical Unit
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